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Question 1 
Peter is a 30 year old man who has been suffering the effects of schizophrenia since he was 
around fifteen years old. He has taken his medication regularly and this has helped him 
maintain his equilibrium. He has been able to live independently and has a part-time job at 
the local shoe repair shop. He is also involved in the local volunteer search rescue team and 
has lots of friends in the community. 
The severity of Peter's mental illness varies. When things are calm and steady, there don't 
appear to be any problems as such, but he tends to come unstuck if he experiences too 
much emotional turmoil. 
About six weeks ago Peter split up with his girlfriend. They had been living together for six 
years. She started university study two years ago and since this time, he felt she was drifting 
away from him. Three weeks ago she ended the relationship moved out and in with some 
friends who live closer to the university. Peter was so devastated that he began drinking 
heavily and smoking cannabis and in all of this turmoil has stopped taking his medication. In 
addition to this, he has not showered or eaten for about a week. 
One evening Peter called his friend, Richard, and asked him if he would join him in 
assassinating Tony Abbott. Richard became very worried because he knows Peter to be a 
very gentle and thoughtful person. With great concern, he drove to Peter’s home straight 
away. When Richard arrived at Peter’s house, he found him in the street outside shouting 
and screaming at the top of his voice “get away from me you bastards!” When Richard asked 
Peter who he was talking to, Peter screamed “come on let’s get out of here, they’re here to 
take us out”. Richard called the emergency Mental Health line straight away. 
What provisions within the Mental Health Act 2007 (NSW) could be relevant to this 
scenario and what are the basic principles that should underpin any decision making? 
(10 marks) 


Question 2 
In Section 5.2.4 (d) of the AASW (2010) Code of Ethics it states: 
Social workers will use confidential information only for the purpose for which it 
was acquired; or, with the written consent of the client, for a directly related 
purpose; or with lawful excuse (p. 28). 
What do you think the AASW mean when they use the term “lawful excuse” and what 


dilemmas could this raise for social workers? 


(10 marks) 
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Question 3 

Jack is 53 years old. All his life he has worked as a labourer for the building industry. When 
the global financial crises hit in 2008 he found himself out of work. This was a first for Jack 
and it hit him so hard that he started drinking in order to deal with the experience of being 
unemployed. He was married with three children, but his excessive drinking and the financial 
stress was too much and the marriage fell apart. Consequently, he left the family home and 
rented a modest apartment in a neighbouring suburb. 

Suffering depression, Jack continued to drink. About eighteen months ago, things got so bad 
that he was evicted from his apartment for rent arrears. He stayed with an old friend for a 
while, but he moved out because this put a strain on the friendship. He is now sleeping on 
the streets and does not get to see his children at all. 

What legal issues might Jack be faced with and what services might help? 


(10 marks) 


Question 4 

Samira is 35 years old. Seven years ago she met Alan. They fell in love, married and had 
twins, Tanya and Ellie, now age six. 

After Samira had the twins, Alan had become quite controlling — not wanting her to go out 
with her friends and not liking it when she spends time with her sister unless he was with 
them. Samira had always felt uneasy about this, but has gone along with it because she 
loves Alan and wanted to stay with him for the sake of the children. Alan’s behaviour 
worsened, and six months go, Samira left Alan and moved in with her sister. The twins are in 
her care and spend time with their father every other weekend. 

A few weeks ago, when Alan was dropping the children back to Samira, he asked her to 
“come home”. She explained that she did not want to go back to him. 

Since this time, Alan has been continuously texting Samira. The content of the texts vary, 
one she received said that if she doesn’t come home she will lose custody of the twins 
because the courts will perceive her to be an unfit mother. Samira has told Alan to stop 
texting several times, but Alan continues to text her three or four times a day. 


How might the Crimes (Domestic and Personal Violence) Act 2007 (NSW) help 
Samira? 


(10 marks) 
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